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28™ Annual Bahrain Heritage Festival

sgdall gl ladl A «@.mu.ll» 9 Galodl e Wil il Goc @_Cl Loyl fawy umia
U900 5l (e ) Ol Uasuy 4g . L] U 54 <Ulllg alanbl (o Eyylgiy Gl iua
waln gpan UA_JU_OCU_OLIJJ lep Yoi=llg doldl i glais yloyoo (g9 Ll
olejg all alaon §3a0)l sl ello éaula T sunue (u xon ol alllall

L) wlsdl glajmo @.JLJ (e dam iy jUllg daleil) (yyndl diun lijgic & 99
U0 138 lpaic abngy Gyl Gl o waill paic @JL cgAll iy @é (G
Loa .0l 5uin (gola &)l Ao dalllg dglaioll &luudl jul anlg Wl bgjgoll pnlic
Lole gul2idioll g e nihl lanlgag lomdy g dm Al wllgiioll pgolal yuasig
Juall jo gde oloall g8 dagano puolail oin clowl vijln gin

e 2ol lon gmn i dionl illg 481611 (yyal d1sm (58 (106 L]
58631 Lioawlgo yaolao 5l aio 3ot Lo govg éiyys]l dligaul &gl wiligas)
oiil diloc 518 LAy al=a &0 Gpilllg Gualail hgjgoll Junlid lodlls (o g gl
LLS_Cllg_oJ Gspulhlloballsage Lug}_w welga ol g ol a5alnidllg dicloiall
U9AT Ol oo o)l dinnl dojil kQQJJQ U8 Gpul Elndil Ay &3yillg &l
i)l Ylao) joi (o Gae gl dlo CX cliall clo) 4o slic dslé Lyd ailll aysll
long aollug aingdg olgdiy LAyl (ium iy olioi Gl



Like gold, our history shines through the depths of time, with its intangible and
“golden” heritage, it tells us that this is the land of eternity, where our heritage is
inherited from our forefathers. We are delighted to share the richness of our heritage
through this festival, kicking off its twenty-eighth edition under the patronage of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of the country, may God protect
him.

Under the “Golden Jubilee” slogan celebrating 50 years of the Bahrain Authority for
Culture and Antiquities, this edition of the Heritage Festival Our Golden Heritage
illuminates the key significance of gold as part of Bahraini heritage. It has been one of
the most prominent traded and popular commodities since the Dilmun civilization
until now. The designs of goldsmiths, with their luster and natural properties, reflect
the identity of those working on them, so that the names of these designs have been
preserved in the minds over generations.

We at the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities believe in the importance of
strengthening efforts to protect the characteristics of our culture and Bahraini Arab
identity, from which we always derive the contents of our cultural seasons as we seek
to consolidate the cultural and archaeological heritage, making it a partner in the
processes of comprehensive social and economic development. It is with pleasure that
we return to normal life at our heritage and archaeological sites after the big distance
and pause imposed by a global health crisis. The Heritage Village at Arad Fort will be
the meeting place for loved ones during the blessed month of Ramadan, which we
hope will be “golden” with its piety, joy, peace and beauty.
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Historical Treasures
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Historical Treasures

Since the dawn of the Dilmun civilization, and throughout the centuries that
followed it until today, Bahrain has always been a distinguished and active
center for the manufacturing of jewelry, fine pearl works, and gold.

At the heart of civilizations of the ancient world and its strategic location
along trade routes crossing via land and sea, Bahrain bore the right facets
to prosperously develop its activities and industries. It accumulated rich
traditions, skills, and experiences in the creation and diversification of its
designs, and various types of decoration ranging from polishing, shaping,
engraving, and setting of gold and precious stones.

The people of this warm geographic area, have shown hospitality to successive
waves of arrivals and people passing through, have demonstrated creative
abilities in valuing dealings with neighboring peoples and civilizations,

from the coasts of India to the banks of the Mediterranean, passing through
Mesopotamia, Yemen, and the Nile Valley.

This Historical Treasures Exhibition aims to shed light on the history of gold
manufacturing in Bahrain from its start to present day. Through photographs of
Bahraini gold artifacts, documents related to its trade, and the collectibles used in
crafting it, as well as heritage jewelry from the collection of the Bahrain National
Museum, in addition to a documentary film show, this exhibition takes its esteemed
visitors on an interesting and informative journey of discovery and contemplation,
standing on a luminous side of Bahrain’s civilizational heritage, ancient and
progressive at the same time.
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wadldclua Goldsmithing
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Goldsmiths and jewelers use gold and silver
in the manufacture of many jewelry and
ornaments relying on his skill, artistic taste
and vast experience. Usually, the goldsmith
sould smelt old jewelry to recreate new pieces
or uses bullion imported from abroad from
places such as India and Europe.
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Jhgaldl Al Kurar

Kurar embroidery produces beautiful
handmade ribbons of gold zari, silver zari
and briesam to decorate clothing. The
technique, which is kept alive by an initiative
led by the Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed
Al Khalifa Center for Culture and Research,
is a group effort in which the width of the
final product depends on the number of
women involved in the process. The Qataba
sits opposite her partners, who assumes the
role of the Doakhil, holding and weaving
several strands at a time while the Qataba
guides the process and attaches the ribbon as
it forms directly onto garments.

&% Shaikh Ebrahim  2oy<iiTy
:Zw;';,j Bin Mohammed - ]

S‘ Al-Khalifa
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Nagqda is Arabic for the measuring unit of
silver weight. Featured mostly in thoubs
worn by women, bukhnags, and scarves,
Al-Naqda embroidery is practiced by
women to embellish modern products such
as accessories, tissue boxes, gift boxes, and
so on through an initiative led by the Awal
Women’s Society. Using a special needle,
the gold or silver thread is pulled through
the cloth to create various motifs such as
geometric shapes, flowers, crescent moons,
stars, and so on. Tulle, wale cotton, or silk are
preferred for this type of embroidery.
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Judllaew gg Palm Tree Paper

Bahrain’s identity has always been closely tied
to palm trees. As a source of food and shelter,
the palm tree proved to be an indispensable
part of the lives of Bahrainis. In an initiative
to reinterpret the use of palm leaves, the
Children & Mothers Welfare Society presents
the palm paper workshop to make handmade
papers, cards, notebooks and illustrations.
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More than just decorative elements in many
houses, traditional chests known as Sanadeeg
Mubayata are still used as storage for
clothing and personal items. Its appearance
is distinguished by its hammered-in nails

to form various decorative patterns. These
chests are made out of real wood and are
often used to present the bride with her
trousseau. Today, several traditional chest
designs have been reinterpreted and now
incorporate a variety of colors.
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Working on looms in Bani Jamra and Al Jasra,
Bahrain’s fabric weavers inherit the trade from
father to son, producing lengths of cloth to
turn to irdeh, a black abbaya with lines of red
and gold worn by women, or the well-known
wezar worn around the waist by men. Today,
the craftsmen produce a multitude of items. In
addition to traditional wear, scarves in varying
colors are available for customization. While
weaving, the craftsman uses both his hands
and legs and distributing and overlapping the
threads into each other in a systematic and
coordinated manner.
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gaudldclin  Boat Making
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As an island, boat making is a historic and
iconic Bahraini industry. Over the centuries,
Bahraini craftsmen developed a wide range
of boats, each differing according to its
purpose, from fishing, diving, pearling and
transportation of goods and people. Made
from imported lumber, the vessel’s exquisite
balance in the high seas is testimony to the
skill of Bahraini craftsmen who built them
without the use of blueprints.
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Bahrain’s old houses were decorated with
engraved gypsum, especially atop windows,
doorways, and the house’s guest rooms. This
abstract art, characterized by symmetrical
motifs, denoted the prestige and social status
of the owner of that household.
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(Uil ew wlaiio) caudl deln Saff (Palm Tree Leaves Products)
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The craftsman utilizes palm leaves to make
several items available in Bahraini homes
including the sofra dining mats, baskets,
hand fans and bird traps. It is one of the
island’s most prominent crafts and is still
practiced in several areas.
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The villages on Sitra Island and the
neighboring agricultural areas were the
center of the rush mat weaving industry as
the raw material needed in those locations,
the so-called “asal” plant, was found in
abundance nearby. This plant, which grew

in coastal salt marches (sabkhas) and near
sewage waters, would be cut by the weaver
and left to dry on extended ropes until it was
ready for weaving into rush mats used to line
the floors of houses, mosques, coffee houses,
and shops.
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JAa dclin Pottery Making

Loy Gyl gl alebiadl o

G 0]l Ao (il daleo
SEElall Jai el Al dclion
ol @l 350 lmagag gde
oan dallnll slgoll palgil el sg
ilaiio €415 Jdosg Llno aclinll
19l Bigoi dngrsell LAl
Ml gyl s9allasly sl
alaall o dayalliosn Ly

Pottery is an industry Bahrain has been
famous for since ancient times, as indicated
by the vast quantity of millennia old
examples found in archaeological sites across
Bahrain thanks to the availability of locally-
sourced raw materials. The wide range of
pottery on display illustrates the advanced
level attained by Bahraini craftsmen who
learned their trade from their forefathers.
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The craftsmen design, fabricate and mold

the brass, copper, gold and iron to make
objects that are used in traditional Bahraini
households such as jewelry, Arabic coffee pots,
swords and other objects traditionally used.
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07 April 2022

The Qalali Folk Band boasts a rich history
stretching back more than 100 years as

they preserve and promote the traditional
seafaring musical traditions of Bahrain, most
notably Al-Fjiri genre of the Qalali village

in Muharraq. Their tireless participation at
local and international events roots firmly

in the belief that art is a universal language,
as well as showcasing the ancient history of
civilizations inhabiting this part of the world.
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el ulub jladsyd  Dar Shabab Al Riffa Band
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Founded in the 1970’s by Mohammed Oraik,
the band performs ancient folkloric voice
arts significant to Bahrain’s cultural heritage
while executing the nuances that exist across
the nation. They play an important role

in preserving Bahrain’s intangible cultural
heritage, ensuring its exposure to younger
generations.
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vUa ¢p)ladsépé  Dar Bin Harban Band
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Founded in the mid-1940s in the old city
of Muharraq by Mohammed bin Jassim bin
Harban, Dar Bin Harban Band continues
to be instrumental in reviving a myriad of
local traditional arts, including Al-Ardhah,
Al-La’abouni, Al-Khammari, and Al-Fjiri.
In addition to their live performances in
local national and social events in Bahrain
and abroad, Dar Bin Harban Band has also
recorded concerts that have been broadcast
across the Arab Gulf states.
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Drawing Session Inspired by Ramadan
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Traditional Jewellery with Mosaic
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9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
6 - 15 Years

07 April 2022

Customize your own colorful lanterns
for Ramadan using foam, papers and
stickers.

08 April 2022

Learn the basic of drawing and painting
techniques inspired by an artistic
painting of Ramadan.

09 April 2022

Designing traditional jewelries through
the art of mosaic by cutting colored glass,
stones and other materials.
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Face Painting
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Arabic Calligraphy
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9 e

artistic way to take home and share with
your family and friends.

08 April 2022

In an environment full of fun and
creativity, enjoy and experience the
artists painting on your faces.

B
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09 April 2022

Get your name written in artistic Arabic
calligraphy letters.
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9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
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Good Deeds Tree \: -i
2022 Japi 14 14 April 2022
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Make Your Own Handmade Freesa

2022 Jupi 15
el sl gelaysll Dloial
Loy looong dnlall

Janll e duedl UjVl aroni
Traditional Fashion Designing on Stones

2022 Japi 16
ol @gay &5ia Jlocl Loyl

<l o Ol ol aaiiwly
Jaall e dine sl ddippaull

Create your own artistic good deeds tree
to track and reward yourself with each
good deed you perform.

15 April 2022

Design your own Freesa to celebrate
Gergaoun.

16 April 2022

Creating lasting handmade artworks,
using paint to draw traditional Bahraini
clothing on stones.
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Fun Activities

9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.

diw 15 -4 4 - 15 Years
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Sketching Faces
2022 Japi 14 14 April 2022
i a9ylnig el douy gde sl Get a self-portrait of your face, in a funny
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Face Painting
2022 Jupi 15

620l €39 &iioiunl aydyillg apold [jloiwl
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wurellndll
Arabic Calligraphy

2022 Japi 16

9 e

artistic way to take home and share with
your family and friends.

15 April 2022

In an environment full of fun and
creativity, enjoy and experience the
artists painting on your faces.

B

Vi

16 April 2022

Get your name written in artistic Arabic
calligraphy letters.
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Youdl | The Souq

aalell ulmgao Alghadereya Jewellery
elbhillulmgao Al Najah Jewellery
Ul 58 &in Made in Bahrain
Juall &ino Aljaser Factory
Jjujc foi Glyloy Um Aziz Spices
Ul Ul dusiodl TexStyle Fabrics
G JUlng jiulja Ul Operla Designs & StarDust
U (5d8lpA slo My Crafty Touch
JaJ gailga Dowasheg Lawal
8l Cold Store
)99 Age Oud & Bukhoor
Uuiag slo gl Oh My Bookness
sglallUale Adel Leather Goods
opjall ¢ljio Peninsula Farms
Mao sdc Ali Mattar
uu;g_o Modish
Oojgs alllaye Abdulla Buzaboon
gl age 13 The Oud Lounge
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wlgpiiollg do=bll  Food & Beverages

inllogmad Al Haif Coffee
Maygih juj=llae abgla Abdulaziz Showaiter Sweets
GT)] Reve
U_uU Latein
el 5)ladj Zenjbary Alriffa
roumll ol @ng 6gmd Um Ebraheem Tea & Coffee
Amdg) 6gmd Gahwat Bu Fahad
L &l juady Share Snack Bar
sabAa Kababbi

=il o=kl Traditional Food

Gl joa Rgag Bread
Ulgraia Khanfaroosh
Gullall ynyd Gers Al-Taby
) ulbA Kabab
Gloud] Lugaimat
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14 - 16 April 2022
9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
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The Souq

Alghadereya Jewellery
Al Najah Jewellery
Jihan Jewellers

Aljaser Factory

Um Aziz Spices
TexStyle Fabrics
Operla Designs & StarDust
My Crafty Touch
Dowasheg Lawal
Cold Store

Oud & Bukhoor

Toys

Peninsula Farms

Ali Mattar

Modish

Abdulla Buzaboon
The Oud Lounge

Food & Beverages

Al Haif Coffee

Mansoor Showaiter Sweets
Reve

Latein

Zenjbary Alriffa

Um Ebraheem Tea & Coffee
Gahwat Bu Fahad

Share Snack Bar
Mashmoom

Kababbi

Traditional Food

Rgag Bread
Khanfaroosh
Gers Al-Taby
Kabab
Lugaimat
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